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If a gun is placed on the mantle in the first 
act, it must be fired in the third.

—Anton Chekhov
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Rise and Fall
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Borders and Borderland
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Treaty of Pereiaslav 1654

Mikhail Khmelko, Eternally Together (1951)



Abdelal 8

Wojciech Kossak, After the Battle of Zielence (1898)

The Second Partition of Poland 1793-1795
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Western Ukraine 1939
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Crimea 1954



Mates
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Endgames
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The current generation now sees everything 
clearly; it marvels at the errors and laughs at 
the folly of its ancestors…
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Kyiv 1943
not seeing that this chronicle is all overscored 
by divine fire, that every letter of it cries out
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Yalta 1945 that from everywhere the piercing finger 
is pointed at it, at this current generation
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Cuba 1962 but the current generation laughs and presumptuously, 
proudly begins a new series of errors



…at which their descendants will also laugh 
afterwards.

—Nikolai Gogol, Dead Souls
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