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I. Afghanistan:

A Cautionary Tale
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Corruption Is the operating system of sophisticated, integrated networks
...that masquerade as governments.




Business leaders:

Government officials: * Military contractors
* Ministers * Logistics and supplies
* GOVernors * Financial services

* Regional customs chiefs
* Regional public health

Taliban
Criminals:

*Narco-traffickers and facilitators
* Consumer goods smugglers



Instruments of state function repurposed

...to maximize $ for the network at the expense of the public

* Justice
Karzai regularly phoned HB8BGRRERbARRAK GOMEEASY dIRBEE US

e Central Bank e

Afghanistan central bank governor Adbul Qadir Fitrat (pictured) said Monday that he was forced to resign and

® AgenC|eS u nfu nded flee to the US amid fears of reprisal for his role in investigating corruption at Kabul Bank, the country's biggest

private lender.
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Reading time

NEWS WIRES



https://www.france24.com/en/news-wires/

Revenue streams diverted...

...into bank accounts of network membezrs.

* Development assistance

* Banking system (Kabul Bank: $24 m. lent to Karzai's brother via
phony front businesses, total $900 m. missing)

* Customs (= tariffs)
* Land grabs

* Military contracting



Vertical integration
(...contrast #1--with U.S.)

* Money moves upwards In the system, concentrating at the top.

* For citizens at the bottom, every interaction with a government

official--teacher, doctor, traffic cop, administrative clerk--required a
bribe.

e Shake-downs are not just costly. They are humiliating.

* Corruption Is In your face, every day.
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Upshot:

August, 2021



II. "Geo-Kleptocracy Swallows Geo-Strategy"



Contrast #2...between current context and
developing countries I have studied.

Afghanistan--or Uzbekistan or Nepal or Tunisia or Honduras--did
not have global ambitions.

These countries do:












Rationales

...for seizing or demanding control of these territories

* Counternarcotics
°* Immigration
* National Security (protecting U.S. northeastern flank from Russia and China)

* Freedom of navigation



Other explanations:

AKA revenue streams, diverted...



II1. Repercussions



Have you been hearing, discussing...

* U.N. Charter

e U.S. law

* Precedent (applicable to Ukraine? S. China Sea?)

* Future of NATO as a viable structure guaranteeing collective defense.
* Broader Transatlantic disarray, mutual hostility

* U.S. reputation (trustworthiness of commitments, etc.)?

* 7



Now.... Zoom out:












Critical ecosystems

...for the overall health of the global environment:
* The Arctic,

Warming 2-3 times as fast as more temperate regions

Hosts 1/3 of marine life

Sea ice reflects sunlight

Impacts on ocean currents, rising sea-levels and global weather patterns
Thawing permafrost (carbon sink)

Inuit and other indigenous peoples' culture: reverence/protection

* The Amazon
Key regulator of global hydrological cycle, via transpiration/evaporation (20 b. tons water/day)
Hosts 1/10 of total species
Carbon sink

Indigenous peoples' culture: reverence/protection



Greenland

Venezuela



Please define:

""national security risk"
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